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SOLECO Mission

To build on our history of excellence in instructional, 

recreational and competitive swimming. 

To provide every child and adult in our community the opportunity to develop basic water 

safety skills, increase personal fitness and strive for progressive achievements. 

To provide adults of all ages opportunities to lead healthy and productive lives 

through swimming and low impact aquatic exercise. 



SOLECO History

Started in 1964 by volunteers who sold $100 bonds to raise money for a pool to serve the 

community by providing instructional, recreational, and competitive swimming. 

SOLECO focused on basic water safety, personal fitness, progressive achievements, and 

opportunities to lead healthy productive lives.

The pool is a keystone of Southern Lehigh Living Memorial Park in Coopersburg and 

has served the families of the surrounding community and has been part of the community 

fabric for well for over 50 years. 

SOLECO coordinates closely with the Southern Lehigh 

School District to ensure the pool's programming and 

the school's swim team complement each other.
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SOLECO on it’s own

Community pools are typically provided, or subsidized, by tax-payers through local 

township, borough, or city funds. This is not the case for SOLECO.

While open to the public, SOLECO funds the facility and programs entirely from daily 

entrance fees, individual and family memberships, and private support.

SOLECO receives no local tax-payer subsidies.

SOLECO pool is managed by a board of directors without local government employees.
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SOLECO Facilities

• Main pool
• Diving area
• Shallow / wading area
• Separate children's pool

Water features:
• Diving board
• Curved water slide
• Spray fountains
• Water dome

The pool house provides:

• Men’s & women’s locker rooms
• Showers, toilets, sinks

• Private changing areas

• Baby changing areas 

• Community activity room

• Staff and lifeguards offices

• Snack bar and dining patio

The grounds:
• Many lounge chairs 

& adirondack chairs
• Tables with umbrellas
• Park benches and pergola
• Basketball court
• Volleyball facilities
• Foosball table
• Plenty of grassy areas for 

families to gather & hang out



SOLECO Community Programs

The SOLECO Community Pool provides an array of programs for those of all ages…

• Swim lessons

• Competitive Summer Swim Team

• American Red Cross Lifeguard Certification

• Babysitting classes

• Mommy and me classes

• Pool rental for parties and events

• Water Aerobics

• Masters swimming

• Lap swimming
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SOLECO Stingrays Swim Team

The SOLECO Stingrays Swim Team is an integral part of the SOLECO Community Pool

• The SOLECO Stringrays have been in existence for over 50 years

• Open to all kids ages 6 – 18

• Approximately 150 participating swimmers each summer

• Part of the Suburban Swim League which includes 8 competitive teams

• The season runs from late May through late July each year

• Daily practices, stroke work, swim meets, and league championships

• Fundraising events, team parties, and building friendships

• Swimmers can strive for personal best while contributing to team scores

• For many kids, the SOLECO Stingrays is the beginning of a competitive swimming career 

and prepares many kids to move on to the Southern Lehigh High School team.



SOLECO Summer Employment

The SOLECO Community Pool provides summer employment to many young adults, 

who gain valuable first job experience… 

• Certified Lifeguards

• Concessions

• Managing the front desk 

• Teaching swim lessons

• Serving as coaches’ assistants



A need for renovations…

In 2010, the community -- following the generous lead of the late Frank Banko --

stepped up to fund the first major update to the pool itself in 45 years.

A brand new pool was installed. 

The pool house renovations 

remained on hold as further funds 

needed to be raised.



Fast forward to 2018…

It became clear, if SOLECO was to continue to provide the families of Upper Saucon 

Township / Coopersburg with an outdoor swimming venue, the pool house would need 

to be updated and renovated to provide safe and healthy facilities appropriate for 

family-centered activities.  

The pool house renovation began in 2018 

and will continue through 2019.



SOLECO Pool House Renovations
Completed in 2018

• New roof, fascia, windows, and security cameras

• Entire floor of facility covered with anti-bacterial, skid-resistant sealant

• Complete facility was repainted – interior and exterior

• Lavatories brought into A.D.A. compliance 

• New sinks, toilets, stalls, and plumbing replacements in locker rooms

• General facelift to front entrance / lobby area

• Common area transformed to include "great room" for classes, team meetings, and events

• Reconfigured staff offices, lifeguard office, and storage areas

• Updating and renovating the pump shed

• Electrical upgrades

• Landscaping improvements, including volleyball facilities

• Snack bar modernization, including new refrigeration and cooking appliances

2019 Improvements

• Expanded covered structure / patio area for improved concessions

• Additional splash park and water playground equipment



Before



Before



Before



After



After



After



After



A need for your support

The cost of the renovations totals $250,000

The urgency of the needed renovations required the SOLECO board to secure temporary 

bank financing of $180,000 to complete the most pressing upgrades in a timely manner 

for the opening of the 2018 summer season. 

For the long-term financial health of SOLECO,

it is imperative that this obligation be retired without delay.

User fees and annual memberships alone will not provide enough funding for the 

renovations and obligations. In addition, these fees and memberships must be kept 

affordable for those for whom SOLECO is their only option. 


